
Gallatin Beef Producer
EDUCATION MEETING

The Gallatin Beef Producers are sponsoring their educational luncheon meeting on
Thursday, January 11th, 2007. The meeting location will be Headwaters Live-
stock outside of Three Forks, Montana. The meeting will begin at 11:45 a.m. with
lunch. Speakers will include John Paterson (MSU Extension Beef Specialist),
Gallatin County Commissioners, Montana Stockgrowers Representative, Represen-
tative Denny Rehberg (invited), and John Paterson, MSU Extension Beef Specialist.
Meeting will adjourn at 4:30 pm.

Contact the Gallatin County Extension office at 388-3213 by Wednesday, Janu-
ary 10th, the absolute deadline, to register (we need a head count for lunch).
Cost of the lunch is $15.00.

To request disability accommodation or to inform us of special needs, please contact the
Extension office at 388-3213, 201 W. Madison, Ste. 300, Belgrade, MT 59714

or email gallatin2@montana.edu.

Gallatin Beef Producer
DUES

Reminder that it is time to pay your annual dues for 2007. Dues are $5.00 and
can be either mailed to our office at 201 W. Madison, Ste. 300, Belgrade, MT
59714 or dropped off in our office.

Gallatin Beef Producer
BANQUET & DANCE

The Gallatin Beef Producers will be holding their annual banquet on
Saturday, January 13th, 2007. The banquet will be held at the
Riverside Country Club and the band “Country Tradition” will perform! Social hour 
will begin at 6:00 pm, with dinner consisting of 10-12 oz roasted prime rib of beef,
roasted red potatoes, steamed broccoli, preceded by rolls and house salad served
at 7:00 pm., followed by an ice cream sundae bar. Cost for the evening is $30.00
per person. Valet parking will be provided; recommended tip of $2.50.

Tickets for the banquet will be on sale at the Gallatin County Extension office until
Friday, January 5th. You must purchase your ticket in advance, no ticket sales
at the door.

To request disability accommodation or to inform us of special needs, please contact the
Extension office at 388-3213, 201 W. Madison, Ste. 300, Belgrade, MT 59714

or email gallatin2@montana.edu.
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Cost of Organic vs.
Modern Technology Food

Items
In a presentation at the Plains Nutrition Confer-
ence, Dr. Rodney Preston verified the fact that or-
ganic products are significantly more costly than
conventional foods produced by modern technol-
ogy, as shown in the following table.

Cost of Organic vs. Modern Technology Food Items

Organic
cost, $

Modern
Technology

cost, $

Cost ration,
organic vs.

modern tech.
1 doz. large eggs 2.99 0.99 3.0:1
0.5 gal 2% milk 3.29 1.84 1.8:1
1 lb. cauliflower 2.99 1.99 1.5:1
1 lb. filet 41.50 15.00 2.8:1
1 lb. lean ground beef 6.00 3.50 1.7:1
1 bu. yellow corn 41.45 1.90 21.8:1
SOURCE: R.L. Preston. 2006. Plains Nutrition Council Confer-
ence.

Food Item

Did you know…?
Sure, you know that Montana has a state song (“Montana”), state flag, state seal (see right), 
state motto (“Oro y Plata”—Gold & Silver), state bird (Western Meadowlark), state tree
(Ponderosa Pine), state flower (Bitterroot), state fish (Blackspotted Cutthroat Trout) , state
animal (Grizzly Bear), state gemstone (sapphire and Montana agate), state grass (Bluebunch
Wheatgrass)… But did you realize Montanaalso has a state ballad, state fossil, state butterfly,
and a state soil?

State Ballad—"Montana Melody"
Montana is one of the few states to have a state song AND a state ballad. A ballad is different from most songs be-
cause it tells a story. The song was written by LeGrande Harvey and was adopted in 1983.

State Fossil—Maiasaura (Duck-billed Dinosaur)
Some of the most important fossils in the world came from Montana. Scientists digging in
Choteau, Montana, found "Egg Mountain." The mountain, and the area surrounding it, was
filled with fossilized eggs, babies, and adult dinosaurs from 80 million years ago. It was the
first proof that some dinosaurs took care of their babies the way birds do now. That's how the
Maiasaur got its name, which means "good mother lizard." Their round nests were six or
seven feet wide and could hold 25 eggs. The hatched babies weighed about as much as a
phonebook and were about one foot long. Adult Maiasaurs weighed almost 6,000 pounds (or

about the same as a car with six people in it) and were almost 30 feet long (about as long as the inside of most movie
theaters).

State Butterfly—Mourning Cloak
The mourning cloak, or Nymphalis antiopa, is Montana's state butterfly. The North American
common name for this species, mourning cloak, refers to its resemblance to a traditional
dark colored cloak worn when one was "in mourning." The mourning cloak's dark brown
wings are characterized by bright blue shimmering spots along the inner edge of a yellow or
beige border. If viewed closely, you may see that their wings reflect
purple highlights. The underside of the wings are dark brown with
lighter brown edges.

State Soil—The Scobey series consists of very deep, well drained soils on till plains, hills, and
moraines in the north-central part of Montana. These soils occur on more than 700,000 acres.
They are among the most productive soils in Montana’s Golden Triangle, an area known for its
ideal climatic conditions for growing wheat of exceptionally high quality. The three points of the
Golden Triangle are Havre, Conrad, and Great Falls. The main crops grown on Scobey soils are
spring and winter varieties of nonirrigated wheat. These soils formed in glacial till and under
prairie vegetation. The average annual precipitation is about 12 inches. The average annual air
temperature is about 43 degrees F. The frost-free period is about 115 days. These soils are
named for the town of Scobey, in northeast Montana. The series was established in 1928.

(MontanaKids.com and USDA/NRCS Soils)



World's Greatest Temperature Change in 24 Hours
The greatest temperature change in 24 hours occurred in Loma, Montana on January 15, 1972. The

temperature rose exactly 103 degrees, from 54 degrees below zero to 49 degrees above zero. This is the world
record for a 24—hour temperature change.
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Impact of Feedlot Morbidity on
Performance, Carcass Traits, and Profitability

In a collaborative study, New Mexico State Univ. and Texas A & M Univ. scientists used re-
cords from 813 steers enrolled in the New Mexico Ranch to Rail program from 2001 to 2004
to evaluate effects of feedlot morbidity on performance, carcass traits, and profitability.
Steers were classified as follows based on the number of medical treatments during the fin-
ishing period: zero medical treatments (Healthy), one treatment (One), and two or more
treatments (Two+). Twenty-two percent (177 hd) of the steers received treatment. Results

are summarized in the following table.

As shown above, morbidity had a significant effect on all traits, including net income. Furthermore, steers needing two
treatments were affected to a much greater extent than those needing only one (SOURCE: Waggoner et al. 2006.
Proc. Cattle Growers’ Short Course, Clovis, NM).

Impact of Feedlot Morbidity on Performance, Carcass Traits and
Profitability

No. of treatments per head
Item 0 1 2+
Days on feed 192a 197b 209c

Avg. daily gain, lb/d 3.19a 3.06b 2.77c

Total cost of gain, $/cwt 57.20a 64.92b 79.90c

Carcass value, $/cwt 113.95a 108.51b 98.97c

14.01a -69.63b -253.70c

a,b,c Statistically different (<0.01).
Net income, $/hd

U.S. Beef Outlook
The Food and Agricultural Policy Research Institute (FAPRI), a collaborative project between Iowa
State Univ. and the Univ. of Missouri, has published its annual agricultural outlook. They reported that
the U.S. cattle herd continues to expand in 2006, as producers respond to the attractive returns the
industry has experienced since 2003. Cattle supplies will continue to grow through 2012, and then de-
cline as a result of negative net returns that are projected to begin in 2009.

Price Projections for Cattle and Beef, 2005-2012
2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

U.S. Dollars/Hundredweight
Fed Steers 87.28 83.93 81.68 79.35 76.46 74.19 72.35 70.94
Feeder Steers 120.04 113.18 105.54 100.47 95.34 90.37 85.81 83.81
Utility Cows 54.59 51.01 48.03 45.65 44.09 42.33 40.40 39.73

U.S. Dollars/Pound
Retail Beef 4.09 4.04 4.03 4.03 4.01 4.01 4.00 3.99

Cow-Calf Returns 138.20 70.93 31.79 6.75 -18.54 -40.90 -63.79 -78.02

SOURCE: Food and Agricultural Policy Research Institute, 2006. U.S. and World Agricultural Outlook, FAPRI
Staff Report 06-FSR1 ISSN 1534-4533, Iowa State Univ., Ames, IA.

U.S. Dollars/Cow



Ron Carlstrom, Ag Agent
E-MAIL: carlstrom@montana.edu

PRESORT STANDARD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID

BOZEMAN
PERMIT NO. 37

THE MSU EXTENSION SERVICE IS AN ADA/EO/AA/VETERAN’S PREFERENCE EMPLOYER & EDUCATIONAL OUTREACH PROVIDER.

GALLATIN COUNTY EXTENSION

201 West Madison, Suite 300
Belgrade, MT 59714
Tel (406) 388-3213
Fax (406) 388-3243
www.gallatinextension.com

DECEMBER 2006

RED BOOKS
The 2007 IRM Red Books have arrived in
our office! Cost is only $3.75 each.

Numbers are limited, so please stop by to
pick yours up today!

Gallatin County 4-H will Represent
Montana in the National Christmas

Tree Display and the Pageant of Peace

Gallatin County 4-Her’s made 50 ornaments to decorate Montana’s 
state Christmas tree in President’s Park outside the White House in 
Washington DC. Gallatin County 4-H took over the decorating pro-
ject from Dillard’s department store in Billings after Betsy Heckel, 
4-H Poultry Project Leader and Rockin’ Rooster 4-H Club Leader,
saw the 2005 Montana state tree and noticed the tree was covered
in mostly “Santa Claus stuff”, nothing representing Montana.
Heckel contacted Dillard’s and asked if Gallatin County 4-H could
take over the decorating responsibility for 2006. 4-H members in
Gallatin county were given 4” empty globes and were asked to 
decorate them any way they wanted to represent Montana. What a
response the 4-H office received! An article was ran in the Boze-
man Chronicle and the Belgrade News with pictures of the mem-
bers’ activities and the globes themselves. The project was such a 
success, that Gallatin County 4-H will be decorating the ornaments
for 2007! (The photo to the right represents a few 4-H members
who took part in building the ornaments.)

For more information regarding this Washington, D.C. tradition visit
www.pageantofpeace.org.


